
Terramar Family
Handbook

2023-2024

1



TABLE OF CONTENTS

School Information………………………………………………….................2
Arrivals and Dismissals…………………………………….………………….4
Attendance and Registration………………………...………………………10
Communication……………………………………………….…………………….12
Grading/homework/Promotion……………………………………….…..…14
Health Center………………………………………..…………….…………21
Special Programs……………………………………………………………..24
General Rules…………....…………………………………………….……...28
Student Behavior and Discipline…………………………………………….36
Miscellaneous Information…………………………………………………..46

CAFETERIA COST:

Breakfast for K8 students is $1.50
Lunch for K8 students is $2.95
Lunch for Adults is $4.00

Revised 07/21/23

2





School/District Calendar

http://www.dvusd.org/calendar




http://policy.azsba.org/asba/Z2Browser2.html?showset=allmanuals


http://policy.azsba.org/asba/Z2Browser2.html?showset=allmanuals
https://www.superiorcourt.maricopa.gov/SuperiorCourt/JuvenileCourt/guardianship.asp


school office staff is equipped and ready.

These Emergency Response Plans were written in partnership with local law
enforcement and are continually updated. Certain drills are conducted on a monthly
basis while others are quarterly. This is to properly train students.

http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title34/34cfr300_main_02.tpl
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title34/34cfr300_main_02.tpl
http://www2.ed.gov/policy/gen/reg/ferpa/index.html
http://www2.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/fpco/pdf/ferparegs.pdf


C.F.R., Part 99) issued pursuant to such act;

· Uniting and Strengthening America by Providing Appropriate Tools
Required to Intercept and Obstruct Terrorism Act of 2001 (USA PATRIOT
Act);

· No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (NCLB);

· The Individuals with Disabilities in Education Act; 20 U.S.C. Chapter 33;
and the Federal Regulations (34 C.F.R. 300); and

· A.R.S. 15-141 and 15-142

Student education records are collected and maintained to help in the

http://www2.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/fpco/pdf/ferparegs.pdf
http://www.justice.gov/archive/ll/highlights.htm
http://www.justice.gov/archive/ll/highlights.htm
http://www2.ed.gov/nclb/landing.jhtml
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/34/part-300
https://www.azleg.gov/viewdocument/?docName=https://www.azleg.gov/ars/15/00141.htm
https://www.azleg.gov/viewdocument/?docName=https://www.azleg.gov/ars/15/00142.htm
http://www2.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/fpco/pdf/ferparegs.pdf
http://www2.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/fpco/pdf/ferparegs.pdf


school. Charges for the copies of records will be costs

http://www2.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/fpco/pdf/ferparegs.pdf
http://www2.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/fpco/pdf/ferparegs.pdf
http://www2.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/fpco/pdf/ferparegs.pdf
http://www2.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/fpco/pdf/ferparegs.pdf
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ATTENDANCE AND REGISTRATION

Admission Procedures and Immunization Requirements

Parents will need to furnish the following information for all students entering
the Deer Valley Unified School District:

● A birth certificate or a certified copy
● An immunization record
● Proof of residency (utility bill, rent receipt, lease agreement, escrow doc., etc.)
● Parent Identification
● Legal guardian or custody papers, if applicable
● Official withdrawal form from the previously attended school (grades 1st -

12th)

Immunizations required are described in the “Health Center” section of this
handbook. After the immunization record has been reviewed, the school will notify
you if your child’s immunizations are incomplete. If you receive such a notice,
please have the missing vaccination(s) taken care of as soon as possible so your
child can continue school without interruption. If your child should not be immunized
because of a medical condition, personal belief, or natural immunity (i.e., has
already had the vaccine-preventable disease), you must file a Request for
Exemption with the school nurse.
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Students are required to make up any work missed as a result of absences. If a
student is absent, it is the child’s responsibility to contact the teacher when he/she
returns to obtain missing work. For each day a child is absent, they will have one
day to make up the work. For absences of 3 days or longer, parents may e-mail a
request or phone the teacher and leave a message for work to be collected and
picked up for the student to work on while they are out.

Student Attendance

The CUTS program, administered by the Division of Campus community services
under the direction of the Maricopa County Juvenile Probation Department, is a
diversion program designed for juveniles who commit a first or second truancy
offense and are willing to take responsibility for their behavior. CUTS consists of a
probation officer, school official, parent and student coming together to address
truancy. The goal of the program is to increase school attendance. The philosophy
of CUTS is that when a student’s truant behavior is confronted by a team, including
parents, school officials and a representative of the Court, the student is less likely to
continue the behavior.

Students will be referred to the CUTS program on their fifth (5th) unexcused
absence or when the student has been absent ten percent (10%) of the school year
(18 school days). For more information, please see A.R.S. 15-803

The probation officer, with the help of school officials and parents, decides the
consequences for the truant student. Consequences may include, but are not
limited to, campus community service, an educational class for both student and
parent and/or counseling. The parent will be assessed a fee. All consequences
must be completed within 30 days following the CUTS meeting. Failure to comply
with these sanctions results in the case being set for a court hearing in Juvenile
Court.

Tardiness
When students arrive after 8:15 a.m. they are tardy and must be signed in by a
parent/guardian.

An unexcused tardy is when a student arrives after 8:15am WITHOUT A
PARENT/GUARDIAN signing them in. Excessive unexcused tardies will result in
disciplinary action according to the Students Rights and Responsibilities District
handbook.

An excused tardy is when a student arrives after 8:15am WITH a parent/guardian
signing them in. Excessive excused tardies will result in disciplinary action according
to the Students Rights and Responsibilities District handbook.
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Cheating/Plagiarism

Academic integrity is a cornerstone of learning. Students must present their
own work in order for teachers to accurately assess learning and provide
appropriate feedback.

Any type of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated at Terramar. Any student who
engages in cheating or plagiarism will be disciplined for those behaviors according to
the DVUSD Students Right and Responsibilities Handbook. Parents will be
contacted. Depending upon the developmental needs, the stage of the student,
and the severity of the offense, discipline consequences could take the form of a
letter of apology or other restorative measure, loss of privileges, after school
detention, or suspension. It is important that the penalty imposed is not reflected in
the student’s academic grade. Incorporating a behavior penalty into a student’s
academic grade, such as issuing a loss of credit, causes the overall grade to no
longer represent what the student knows or has learned and, in essence, has
become meaningless.

If a student engages in academic

/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=1660&dataid=176939&FileName=23-24%20Handbook%20-%20English%20FINAL%20.pdf


https://www.ftc.gov/legal-library/browse/rules/childrens-online-privacy-protection-rule-coppa


● The AZM2 State Assessment for 3rd through 8th grade.
● District-developed assessments that measure achievement of skills in various

subject areas will be administered to Kindergarten through 8th graders.
● Teacher evaluation of student achievement including measures of

achievement for instructional placement (i.e. DIBELS, DRA, SRI, curriculum
pre- and post tests).

● Teacher formative/summative assessments.

Student Progress

Power School enables you to access your child’s grades at any time. You may also
create settings to receive weekly email grade updates. Conferences are held twice
a year after the first quarter and before the third quarter. Your child’s teacher will
contact you at these times to set up a time and date for your conference.

DVUSD





· Investigations e.g. science, social science
· Researching e.g. history, local news
· Information and retrieval skills e.g. using a home computer to find material

on the Internet

*The homework is independent practice which reinforces the lesson and is directly
related to the lesson. When the student can perform the �



▪ Create home practice opportunities that maximize chances for student
completion and success. Ensure home practice is the
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emergency card up to date so we can reach you if there is a problem. If a child is
involved in an emergency situation, every effort will be made to contact the
parent/guardian immediately. If the parent cannot be reached, the alternate person
listed on the student’s emergency card will be notified. If emergency medical care is
needed, the student will be taken to the nearest hospital. When children hurt
themselves at school, parents are responsible for any related medical bills.

Medications at School

All prescription medications must have a written order from the physician stating the
name of the medicine, the dosage, and the time it is to be given and must be stored
in the Health Center:

·Written parent permission medication forms are available in the Health Center if
medication is needed during the school day. Each bottle of medication must be in
the original container and the medication form filled out and on file in the Health
Center. (Ref. DVUSD Policy JLCD-E)

·Inhalers and self-administered “Epi-Pens” may be carried if the proper
medication form has been completed and signed. The form will be filed in
the Health Center. (Ref. DVUSD Policy JLCD-R)

·Diabetes Self-Management Authorization Form must be completed and signed, if a
student is authorized to carry and self-administer diabetic medications. A student
may carry a copy of the Diabetes Self-Management Authorization Form (DVUSD
Form HS P-4) with supplies. A copy will be on file in the Health Center.

All over-the-counter medications must be stored in the Health Center:

·Written parent permission medication forms are available in the Health Center if
medication is needed during the school day. Each bottle of medication must be in
the original container and the medication form filled out and on file in the Heath
Center.

Medications needed during field trips must be furnished by the parent to the
teacher. All medications must be in their original containers with label intact and will
be kept with the teacher or trip leader for the duration of the field trip. A Field Trip
Medical Permission Form must be filled out and returned to the teacher prior to the
field trip.

Medication may not be shared with others. Failure to follow these rules could lead
to consequences, including suspension or expulsion.

(Ref. DVUSD Policy JLCD)

If your child requires medication at school, carefully read the following sections.
State laws and school district policy strictly regulate how any medications are given

Revised 07/21/23

25

http://policy.azsba.org/asba/Z2Browser2.html?showset=allmanuals
http://policy.azsba.org/asba/Z2Browser2.html?showset=allmanuals
http://policy.azsba.org/asba/Z2Browser2.html?showset=allmanuals


at school. When it is necessary for a student to take medication during school
hours, the following requirements MUST be met:

● Physician’s Orders
A physician MUST prescribe the medication and a written physician's order
MUST accompany the medication. Most often this would be the prescription
label and it needs to include the name of the medication, dosage, time to be
given, and how long to be given. It needs to include the child's name and a
current date. When obtaining a new prescription, many pharmacies will issue
a second labeled container for school use if you request it.

● Signed Parent Consent
There needs to be written permission from the parent to administer the
medication to the child at school. Consent forms are available in the Health
Center.

● Original Container
The medication MUST be brought to the nurse in the original container. All
medications MUST be transported to and from the Health Center by the
parent or an adult des]
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Field Trips
As a part of their learning experience, students are provided the opportunity to visit
places of interest in the community. Field trips are relevant to curriculum content
being studied in the classroom. They are especially worthwhile endeavors for
students and your support is essential. When your child’s class is planning a field
trip, a permission slip form will be sent home, giving full details as to the place the
class will be visiting, the cost (if any), the times of departure and return, and the
method of transportation. The permission slip form needs to be returned with a
parent/guardian signature in order for your child to participate. In addition, any
parent volunteers must first be approved by the teacher. All parent volunteers
must fulfill the requirements of the district volunteer class/paperwork.

High School Math

High School math offered at Terramar follows the same academic expectations as
set by DVUSD High School standards. Please contact the Terramar Algebra 1-2
teacher regarding semester



8. Students will be dismissed to the parent or adult indicated on their permission
slip. Students need to be picked up as soon as the dance is over at the
multipurpose room.

Top Twenty

The Top 20 program is the adopted social emotional learning program at Terramar.
Top 20 Training provides effective strategies and practices to develop potential,
eliminate negativity, address challenges, and enhance the culture in schools, at
home, and in the workplace through one-of-a-kind, live and on-line trainings, books,
journals, and curriculum. https://top20training.com/ Character education teaches
universally accepted values and motivates youth to incorporate these values into
their lives. These programs are endorsed by the Arizona Character Education
Commission that was established by Governor Jane Dee Hull in 1999. The school
community works together to help students understand these traits and to celebrate
students who exhibit those traits. The school wide RTI-B program works in tandem
with both curricula.

MTSS (Multi-Tiered System of Support)
When students are experiencing difficulties in the classroom that are not addressed
through strategies the teacher and parent have utilized, a MTSS meeting may be
called. This team will be composed of a team of teachers who will use their
expertise and experience to brainstorm strategies that will support student success
in the classroom.

Special Education
If you suspect your child (including preschoolers) has a physical, mental, or
emotional disability, please confer with the Assistant Principal or the Intervention
Specialist to discuss your concerns. Terramar School has a special services team to
address student needs, develop interventions, and engage in pre-referral, evaluation
and case management activities.

SAGE (Gifted Education)
Students who qualify will be eligible for the SAGE program for reading and/or math.
Detailed information on this program, including a booklet describing the program
philosophy and curriculum, is available for review at the school office.

Revised 07/21/23
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(Ref. DVUSD Policy JICA)

Please note: For information regarding current face mask mandates, please visit
https://www.dvusd.org/returntolearning.

http://policy.azsba.org/asba/Z2Browser2.html?showset=allmanuals
/site/Default.aspx?PageID=66666
/site/Default.aspx?PageID=66666
http://www.azleg.state.az.us/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/36/00798.htm&Title=36&DocType=ARS


Students should understand that they bring an electronic device on campus at their
own risk. DVUSD assumes no liability for the loss, theft, or damage of any
personally owned electronic device on campus. The use of personally owned
electronic devices on campus will not be allowed to interfere with the learning
process of any student or with the instructional process of a teacher while in the
classroom or on campus. Any such interference will be considered a disruptive
activity.

For most kids and teens, social media is an essential part of their lives. There are
many good things about social media, but there are also many potential dangers.
We encourage parents/guardians to get educated about social media, and to help
their child make good choices when they post something online. For more
information on ways to keep children safewhile using social media, please visit

www.commonsensemedia.org/privacy-and-internet-safety.

Cell phones for K-8 must be OFF and left in backpacks and are not to be
brought out during the school day. Smart

http://www.commonsensemedia.org/privacy-and-internet-safety


Visit the Food & Nutrition webpage at dvusd.org/nutritioninformation for additional
information on the following information:

● Menus ● Wellness Policy and
Information

● Nutrition Facts and Allergens ● Nutrition Education

● Special Diet
Accommodations

● Smart Snacks and
Fundraising

MEAL ASSISTANCE

Due to DVUSDs participation in the USDA school meal programs, all households
have the opportunity to apply for free or reduced price meals. Free and
reduced-price meal applications, along with a parent letter and application
instructions are distributed to students during the first week of school and can also
be found online at www.EZMealApp.com or www.dvusd.org/mealassistal�

http://www.dvusd.org/Page/19360
http://www.dvusd.org/Page/12281




Library/Media Center
The Library Media Center provides books, reference materials and

http://www.azleg.state.az.us/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/13/01802.htm&Title=13&DocType=ARS
http://www.azleg.state.az.us/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/13/01802.htm&Title=13&DocType=ARS


3. Appropriate clothing including shorts or pants as the weather dictates. If
dresses are worn it is suggested that shorts be worn underneath.

4. Jeans that are too baggy or too tight restricting movement are not
permitted.

Student Telephone Use
Teachers need to screen student requests to use the classroom telephone.
Students are NOT to use the phones in the classrooms without adult permission.
Cell phones for K-8 must be OFF and left in backpacks and

http://terramar.dvus.org


inclusive of these traits maximizes student achievement, fosters student personal
growth, and helps a student build a sense of community that promotes positive
participation as citizens in society.

To assist in achieving a school environment based on the beliefs of the Governing
Board, bullying in any form will not be tolerated.

Bullying: Bullying may occur when a student or group of students engages in any
form of behavior that includes such acts as intimidation and/or harassment that:

● has the effect of physically harming a student, damaging a student’s property,
or placing a student in reasonable fear of harm or damage to property,

● is sufficiently severe, persistent or pervasive that the action, behavior, or
threat creates an intimidating, threatening, or abusive environment,

● occurs when there is a real or perceived imbalance of power or strength, or
● may constitute a violation of law.

Bullying of a student or group of students can be manifested through written, verbal,
physical, or emotional means and may occur in a variety of forms including, but not
limited to:

● verbal, written/printed or graphic exposure to derogatory comments, extortion,
exploitation, name calling, or rumor spreading either directly, through another
person or group, or through cyberbullying;

● exposure to social exclusion or ostracism,
● physical contact including but not limited to pushing, hitting, kicking, shoving,

or spitting, and
● damage to or theft of personal property.

Cyberbullying: Cyberbullying is, but not limited to, any act of bullying committed by
use of electronic technology or electronic communication devices, including
telephonic devices, social networking and other internet communications, on school
computers, networks, forums and mailing list, or other District-owned property, and
by means of an individual’s personal electronic media and equipment.

Harassment: Harassment is intentional behavior by a student or group of students
that is disturbing or threatening to another student or group of students. Intentional
behaviors that characterize harassment include, but are not limited to, stalking,
hazing, social exclusion, name calling, unwanted physical contact and unwelcome
verbal or written comments, photographs and graphics. Harassment may be
related, but not limited to, race, religious orientation, sexual preference, cultural
background, economic status, size or personal appearance. Harassing behaviors
can be direct or indirect and by use of social media.

Intimidation: Intimidation is intentional behavior by a student or group of students
that places another student or group of students in fear of harm of person or

Revised 07/21/23
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property. Intimidation can be manifested emotionally or physically, either directly or
indirectly, and by use of social media.

Students are prohibited from bullying on school grounds, school property, school
buses, at school bus stops, at school sponsored events and activities, and through
the use of electronic technology or electronic communication equipment on school
computers, networks, forums, or mailing lists.

Disciplinary action may result for bullying which occurs outside of the school and the
school day when such acts result in a substantial physical, mental, or emotional
negative effect on the victim, while on school grounds, school property, school
buses, at school bus stops, or at school sponsored events and activities, or when
such act(s) interfere with the authority of the school system to maintain order. All
suspected violations of law will be reported to local law enforcement.

Students who believe they are experiencing being bullied or suspect another
student is bullied should report their concern to any staff member of the District.
School personnel are to maintain appropriate confidentiality of the reported
information.

Reprisal by any student directed toward a student or employee related to the
reporting of a case or a suspected case of bullying shall not be tolerated, and the
individual(s) will be subject to the disciplines set out in applicable District policies
and administrative regulations.

Students found to be bullying others will be disciplined up to and including
suspension or expulsion from school.

Knowingly submitting a false report under this policy shall subject
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5. Respond politely to directions from campus assistants, lunchroom staff, and
supervisors.

6. Keep your feet on the floor and walk at all times.
7. Remain seated in assigned seating area unless dismissed by a staff member.

If you need to get out of your seat, raise your hand.
8. Leave a clean space: please pick up litter and trays around you as you exit

and deposit them in the appropriate location.

Playground/Courtyard Standards
1. Remain in supervised area.
2. Engage in appropriate games and activities as per playground/recess rules.
3. Return equipment to appropriate locations.
4. Comply with signals to line up or go inside.
5. Respond politely to directions of campus assistants and supervisors.
6. Refrain from throwing sand

and



If a Department of Child Safety worker

https://www.azleg.gov/ars/8/00821.htm


is other than the person in possession of the automobile, the owner will be notified
that a search has taken place.

While a search of a specific student or the student’s belongings by a sniffer dog is
not permitted
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reasons before a volunteer begins to work. For the purposes of these guidelines and
procedures, volunteers are defined as those people who donate time in schools or
with students on a regular or recurring basis or serve as chaperones. Guest
speakers or those who assist with a single event are not subject to these guidelines
unless that single event falls into one of the fingerprint categories.

Volunteers may not bring other children to school while volunteering in a classroom,
the office or on a field trip.

According to District Policy, GCL – Professional/Support Staff Schedules and
Calendars - family members volunteering in employee work areas must meet the
following criteria:

Deer Valley Unified School District (DVUSD) Volunteer Training

● In accordance with the District Volunteer Handbook guidelines
● Over eighteen (18) years of age
● High School graduate
● Principal Approval

All volunteers must:

● Complete Basic Training
● Complete, and update annually, a Volunteer Service Agreement to be kept

on file at the school
● Complete, and update annually, a Volunteer Registration Card to be kept on

file at the school
● Sign in when on campus and sign out when leaving
● Wear an identification badge provided by the school
● Volunteers with no familial connection to the school must also complete an

application and provide references
● Follow all school rules

While we welcome visitors and volunteers at Terramar, we have asked that
visitors and volunteers not attempt to conference with the teachers during
instructional periods. Please set up a date and time before or after school.

Please visit dvusd.org//volunteering for more information on volunteering on
campus.
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